Quality assurance activities of the College of American Pathologists.
Since its inception, the College of American Pathologists (CAP) has played a fundamental and pivotal role in the development and execution of quality assurance programs for laboratories. Within the realm of anatomic pathology, operational programs include those in surgical pathology, immunohistochemistry and cytopathology. The emphasis of prior cytopathology programs on cervical cytology has now been expanded to include body fluids and fine needle aspiration material. CAP's role in the expansion of quality assurance programs in cytology may be enhanced in the future by intersociety cooperation with established cytology organizations and will also be influenced by and closely linked to the expansion of its quality assurance programs in surgical pathology. As for the Papanicolaou smear, it can no longer be regarded as the "Cinderella of cytology"; it is in fact the present-day cynosure in the laboratory. In recognition of this, CAP has undertaken efforts to help heighten public awareness about the value of Papanicolaou smear testing and is encouraging women to become more informed about the process involved in the examination of their smears.